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Welcome to the Iyar 5764 edition of The Edah
Journal. Recent data indicate that last year our jour-

nal was accessed electronically more than 50,000 times.
This makes The Edah Journal one of the most widely read
and influential journals in publication. We look forward
to your continued interest that sustains our growing pop-
ularity. As always, we invite you to join the discussion of
the ideas expressed in the journal's articles, which are so
essential to the spiritual vitality of Torah and Modern
Orthodox life. Send your letters and responses to me at
editor@edah.org.

In this edition, Professor Alan Brill challenges us to
rethink our conceptualization of Torah U'Madda. In a
wide ranging essay reflecting on the realities of contem-
porary life, the value-choices we actually make, and the
life-style of suburban America, he uses the musings of
post-modern thinkers to analyze the assumption that
Torah and Madda—indeed Torah and all culture—are
independent of each other. For Brill, the post-moderns
and us, Torah is always embedded in, and therefore
reflective of, certain cultures. Modern Orthodoxy and its
spiritual directions as we know them are products of 20th
Century American culture and life. This is not to under-
mine the validity of our religious model, for honestly
compels us to acknowledge that all forms of traditional
religious life throughout history were embedded in spe-
cific cultural contexts. Clearly, each needed to maintain
continuity with past generations, but also to stake out a
degree of independence from the precedents found in
previous cultures. To what extent can pre-Emancipation
eastern European religious life meet the existential, spiri-
tual and economic needs of Orthodox Jews in 21st

Century America? Brill asks "hard questions" regarding
the role of Torah study in our lives and its ability to com-
pete with the trappings of our comfortable life-styles.
Most importantly, he urges us to build our religious lives
in a way that weaves God and spirituality throughout the
entire fabric of our daily activities.

The Israeli scholar, Dr. Ruth Halperin-Kaddari, offers an
extensive legal analysis of the halakhic presumption, "Tav
Lemeitav Tan Du Mi-Lemeitav Armalu," (It is better to live
as two than to live alone.)  The principle has gained cur-
rency of late with the popular implementation of qid-
dushei ta`ut (i.e. voiding a marriage on the grounds of
error) in order to alleviate the plight of agunot—"chained"
women barred from remarrying until their husbands
grant them a religious writ of divorcement. It is fre-
quently argued that the presumption rules out a hypo-
thetical refusal of a woman to reject marriage with a man
however defective, and therefore bars the use of qiddushei
ta`ut as a tool to free agunot. Dr. Halperin-Kaddari dis-
cusses the logical and halakhic status of the presumption:
Is it an "ontological" principle that applies categorically to
all women in all cases? Is it a "rebuttable" presumption?
Is it descriptive or prescriptive? Is its application cultural-
ly influenced? The author analyzes its Talmudic contexts
and finds potential for protecting the rights of women in
the ways that Rabbis Isaac Elhanan Spector and Moshe
Feinstein applied the principle to reflect the empirical
attitudes of women of their times. Lastly, she sees the
contractual analysis of the marital bond as implying flex-
ibility and adaptablity regarding the husband's and wife's
intents in marriage, thus opening the possibility for
greater use qiddushei ta`ut in cases of agunot.
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There has been much talk of "the move to the right" and
"the decline of Modern Orthodoxy" in the last two
decades. "The future," common wisdom holds, "belongs
to the Haredim." In his sociological analysis, "American
Modern Orthodoxy: Confronting Cultural Challenges,"
Professor Chaim I. Waxman challenges both contentions.
Surveys and data show that Modern Orthodox opinions
and demography continues to hold strong, despite
Modern Orthodox Jews having less visibility and exhibit-
ing weaker communal organization than their counter-
culture Ultra-Orthodox counterparts.

Modern Orthodox schools have never been as numerous
or as strong as they are today, and Modern Orthodoxy
has begun to develop the institutional structure it previ-
ously lacked. Finally, Modern Orthodox life has recently
spawned healthy diversity, with new organizations, such
as Edah, and new rabbinical academies, such as Yeshivat
Chovevei Torah, thriving. The pivotal question facing
Modern Orthodoxy is how it will adjust to the decline of
rabbinical authority and the loss of acknowledged charis-
matic leaders, such as Rav Joseph Soloveitchik. The
future of Modern Orthodoxy may rest largely on an intel-
ligent and committed laity.

Jeremy Stavsky, principal of Jerusalem's Himmelfarb
Boys High School—one of the most prestigious schools
in the religious Zionist community—reflects on the chal-
lenges to educational philosophy and practice posed by
pluralistic, democratic and modern Israel. His dilemmas
and critical choices resonate to American Orthodox edu-
cators, parents and rabbis, since the problems of moder-
nity for Orthodox life transcend borders and continents.
Stavsky finds that pluralism, democracy, sexuality, auton-
omy and ahavat yisrael present difficulties to educators that
were largely unknown in Jewish history. Understanding
that education does not occur in an absolute or theoreti-
cal world, he advocates synthesis and moderation in bal-
ancing our ideals with the realities of modern life.

We are pleased to present in this edition reviews of two
enormously important books for Orthodox life.
Professor Menachem Kellener reviews Marc Shapiro's,
The Limits of Orthodox Theology: Maimonides' Thirteen
Principles Reappraised, a book that has already stirred much
controversy, rhetoric and (we hope) serious Torah study.
Shapiro documents the rich variety of opinion regarding
Maimonides' thirteen principles of faith, principles that
have become so "axiomatic" in some circles that they are
now used as a touchstone for membership in the
Orthodox community. Finding Shapiro's scholarship
"crushingly effective," Kellner reflects on the historical
evolution of this use of Rambam's articulation of Jewish
dogma. Rabbi Alan J. Yuter reviews Professor Alan Brill's
comprehensive work, Thinking God: The Mysticism of Rabbi
Zadok of Lublin. Yuter explores Brill's exposition of the
antinomic tension between conformity and spirituality,
determinism and autonomy, objectivity and subjectivity,
and modernity and tradition, all reflected in the deep
piety of R. Zadok. Given the flood of recent books
devoted exclusively to halakhah, Brill's book is a welcome
addition to Orthodox spiritual life.

Passionate commitment to ideas and values has always
nurtured Jewish religious life. The Edah Journal offers
these studies to enrich Orthodox life, stimulate profound
spiritual inquiry and inspire further Torah study.

b'vrakhah,

Eugene Korn
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